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STUDY XII.— THE HOUR OF DECISION. MARK 6:45-7:23. 

Besnme. 1. Give a statement concerning the mission of tlie twelve, occasion for it, preparation 
for it, results of it, its purpose and signiflcance. 2. The character of Herod and his 
place in the Gospel story. 3. The withdrawal of Jesus and his disciples and the events 
attending it. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 
Bead carefully Mark 6:45-7:23 and be able to make a definite statement concerning 
each of the following points : 



4. scribes and Pharisees come and 
question concerning ceremonial 
traditions (7:1-5); 

5. Jesus' denunciation (vs. 6-13); 

6. the things within and without 
man (vs. 14-23); 



1. Jesus sends away his disciples 
and the multitude (v. 45); 

2. on the mountain and the sea (vs. 
46-62); 

3. healing ministry in Gennesaret 
(vs. 63-56); 

II. The Material Compared. 

With Mk. 6:45-56 cf. Mfc 14:22-86; John 6:14-21. 

Note 1) additions Mt. 14:28-81; John 6:18,19,21; 2) Identity in language, Mk. 6:50b; Mt 14:27; 

John 6:20; 3) variations, Mk. 6:52; 111.14:83; Mk. 6:45; John 6:17. 
With Mk. 7:1-23 cf. Mt. 16:1-20. Observe 1) the close similarity; 2) the addition concerning 

the Pharisees Mt. 15:12-14, and t. 16, "Peter." 

III. The Material Explained. 

1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 



1) T. 46. 



2) V. 46. 

3) T. 47. 

4) V. 48. 



5) T. 62. 



8) v. 56. 



7) Ts. 2-4. 



(a) Constrained ; a strong word 
"forced." What was the need 
of such constraint? 

(b) Bethsaida ; cf. Lk. 9:10. 
To pray; cf. Mk. 1:35. 

Even wag come; cf. Mt. 14:15. 
Explain. 

(a) Fourth watch; Jewish divis- 
ions of time? cf. Mk. 13:35. 

(b) WovM have parsed; "pur- 
posed to pass;" (1) that they 
might see him, (2) to test their 
faith. 

(a) Understood not; what ought 
they to have understood and ap- 
plied to this event ? 

(b) Hardened; cf. Mk. 3:5; here 
in a passive sense, " dulled." 
Border; cf. Num. 15:37-40; was 
this superstition ? cf. Mk. 5:28. 

(a) Note the bearing of this ex- 
planatory matter on the ques- 
tion of the persons for whom 
this Gospel was written. Cf. 
also 7:11. 

(b) Unwashen; two kinds of 
washings, (1) for cleanliness, (2) 
for religious purposes. 



8 v. 6. Tradition; (1) words of instruc- 

tion or command handed down 
by word of mouth from one 
generation to another; (2) its 
special meaning here ? 

9) v. 10. Moses; (a) cf. Mt. 15:4 and ex- 

plain; (b) does Jesus mean (1) 
the writings called under the 
name Moses? cf. Lk. 16:29,31, or 
(2) that Moses himself said these 
words ? 

10) Vs. 11, 12. Note the reasoning here ; (1) a 

son should care for his parents, 
(2) but what he should give to 
them is devoted to God, (3) there- 
fore they can have nothing. 
What then is Jesus* conception 
of God here ? 

11) V. 19. Making meats clean ; cf. Deut. 14: 

3-20. Relation of Jesus to this 
law, whether (1) annulling it, or 
(2) unfolding its real meaning 
and principle. 

12) Vs. 21-28. (a) Distinguish,ln this list, sins of 

thought and sins of act; (b) mark 
the source of sin; (c) the nature 
of sin ; (d) how did the reasoning 
(vs. 6-23) meet the accusations 
(v. 5) of the Pharisees ? 



2. GENERAL TOPICS. 

1) The Geography of the Sea of Galilee, (a) Learn something of the position, size 
and surroundings of the Sea of Galilee ; (b) what other names given it, Num. 
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34:11; John 6:1; (e) locate if possible and describe these places on its 
shores, (1) the plain of Gennesaret, (2) Capernaum, (3) Bethsaida, probabil- 
ity of two Bethsaidas (cf . Lk. 9:10 ; Mk. 6:46), (4) Tiberias, John 6:23, (5) 
country of the Gerasenes, Mk. 5:1 ; (d) trace the probable course of Jesus, 
Mk. 6:32; Lk. 9:10; of the multitudes, Mk. 6:33; (e) indicate some geo- 
graphical advantages to Jesus in selecting this region for the scene of his 
chief work. 
2) The Crisis, (a) Review rapidly the events just preceding those of this study, 
Mk. chs. 4.5,6 ; (b) Note the effect of these things upon the people, cf . John 
6:14,15 ; (c) observe the necessity that he decide for or agauist their ideas and 
desires; (d) what was involved In this decision, in view of (1) the attitude 
of Herod, cf . Mk. 3:6 ; Lk. 9:7-9, (2) the hostility of the Pharisees ; (e) what 
may be inferred from Mk. 6:45,46; John 6:15 as to his decision; (f) read 
thoughtfully John 6:22-71 as a commentary upon this event and its results. 

IT. The Material Organized. 

1. Glafsifv the material under the following heads: 1) places; 2) O. T. quotations; 3) habits and 

customs; 4) Important words; 5) important teachings ; (6) miracles. 

2. Observe the following condensations : 

1) % 1. vs. 45,46. Jesus dismisses all and prays alone. 

vs. 47,48. He walljs on the sea past the boat of the storm-beaten disciples. 

vs. 49,B0. They fear; he says, "It is I." 

vs. 51,53. The storm ceases; they, too dull to comprehend his deeds, wonder. 

2) Let the student gather these verses into a compact statement. 

3) 8 2. vs. 53,54. On landing he is recognized. 

vs. 55,56. Wherever he goes they bring the sick who touch him and are healed. 

After lie lands many seek his aid for healing. 

4) Let the student unite 8§ 1 and 2. 

5) § 3. vs. 1-5. Pharisees complain that his disciples do not observe the customary traditions 

of the Jews. 

vs. 6-13. Jesus says, " Isaiah called your formal worship vain, and your custom about 
Corban proves that you make void God's law." 

vs. 14,15. He says to the multitude, "Not what goes into man but what comes out of 
him defiles." 

vs. 17-23. He explains to the disciples that it is not the food that goes into the mouth 
but the sins that come from the heart that defile man. 

Jesus tells Pharisees who complaiji about the disciples' neglect of Jewish tradition 
that they make God's law void by their tradition. He asserts to all that not mate- 
rial things from without but evil things from within man defile him. 

6) Note the summing up of the whole. 

Jesus after dismissing all and praying alone, walks on the sea to the disciples' 
storm-tossed boat. On landing he heals many. He rejects the traditions of the 
Pharisees and declares that only man's evil heart defiles him. 

V. The Material Applied. 

The rHARiSBES. From the character and relations of the Pharisees to Jesus 
sliow how they may illustrate, 1) the existence of evil-doing, possibly prac- 
tised unconsciously, along with professions of high morality ; 2) the failure 
of any endeavor to save men by outward rules of conduct ; 3) the danger in 
too much regard to self-culture and the need of self-forgetfulness in the 
growth of the religious life; 4) the power of conscientious but mistaken 
men to hinder a good cause ; 5) the necessity of inward, vital piety and a 
spirit characterized by candor and liberality in the judgment of others. 



